
GRACE UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
COMMUNITY WORSHIP HANDBOOK 

GUIDELINES FOR MEETING 
 
Gathering a Group 
Any member or constituent of Grace wishing to gather or join a Community Worship group 
can do so! There are several ways to gather a group: 

• Fill out the Community Worship Sign Up Form to be connected with a Community 
Worship group. 

• Contact people with whom you’d like to start a Community Worship group and make a 
plan together. Once you have the group together, let the pastor know so that we can 
make sure you have access to our resources and are connected. 

 
Each group requires a convener (or up to 2 people who share the job of convener). This 
person is responsible for connecting with the pastor and gathering materials. The convener 
does not necessarily have to be responsible for leading worship, but should be willing to help 
organize tasks within the group to make worship happen. For more information on the job of 
a convener, see the Community Worship Convener’s Guide that is included in the handbook 
materials. 
 
Once a person is part of a Community Worship group, they cannot change groups. 

 
Required Safety Measures 
Members of a Community Worship group are responsible and accountable for keeping each 
other safe. This is a way that we can be God’s beloved community together and to love our 
neighbors as we love ourselves. 
 
To that end, the following guidelines are required for all in-person meetings (consistent with 
current GUMC policy): 

• Masks are required for all participants. 
• Remaining 6 feet away from those of another household 
• Maintaining a log of completed screenings of each person at each gathering. 
• Refraining from singing while indoors.  
• No shared food or drinks can be served at meetings. 
• Anyone experiencing COVID-possible symptoms should remain at home and not 

attend in-person meetings. 



 
The following guidelines for gathering should also be considered when meeting in person: 

• Avoid coming early or staying after the service to minimize contact with others. 
(Meeting times for groups are intentionally staggered, so that groups will not come in 
contact with one another when coming or going from worship.) 

• Ensuring that hand sanitizer or hand washing stations are available. 
• Minimizing the use of shared materials (i.e., worship bulletins, bibles) by printing a 

copy for each person. 
 
It is also important to consider ways of gathering that will allow members of your group who 
may be immune compromised or quarantined to video in through FaceTime, GoogleDuo, or 
Zoom. 
 

Additional Guidelines for Meeting at Grace 
Groups which choose to meet at Grace must adhere to the following guidelines: 

• Groups must clear their meeting time with the church office to ensure that there are 
no other groups meeting in the building. 

• Groups must complete the Safe Meeting Checklist at the end of the meeting and turn 
it in to the church office. 

 
 

Screening Form 
All members, guests, and staff at Grace’s building must complete a screening before entering 
the building. Community Worship groups that gather in person (whether at Grace or 
elsewhere) must keep a log of all gatherings. The minimum requirement for this log will be a 
folder or binder of completed screenings. Screenings must be completed and dated for each 
gathering. A new form must be completed and signed for each gathering, and kept on file. 
Please let the pastor know who is responsible for maintaining your log. 
 
 

Group Covenant 
Community Worship groups will develop a covenant, which is a non-legal agreement for 
accountability. The “covenant” is a practice rooted in scripture, and is intended to help people 
maintain healthy relationships that will be spiritually generative. A covenant relationship in 
some form is essential to discipleship. 
 
You will find a Covenant Template with our Handbook materials, which asks you to consider 
the following questions. You may use this template or develop your own. Whether you choose 



to use this template or create your own, each member of your group should sign and have 
access to the completed covenant for reference. 
 
Questions to consider when developing your covenant: 

1) How will you decide who leads worship each week? (It is highly encouraged that 
responsibility for the group rotates. Examples of how you can do this might be 
assigning parts of the service at the beginning of your time together, deciding at the 
end of the service who will lead it next time, or whatever else you decide works for 
your group.) 

2) What specific safety guidelines do you commit to practicing to mitigate risk of COVID 
exposure? 

3) Who will be responsible for ensuring safety guidelines are followed? 
4) How often will you gather? How long will each meeting last? 
5) How will you hold each other accountable for discipleship through prayer, giving, and 

service? 
6) How will you communicate information about the group (for example, a 

cancelled/rescheduled meeting time)? 
 

Worshiping as a Community 
Community Worship groups can find their own rhythm of worship as you gather over time. 
Each Friday, group conveners will have access to an Order of Worship and Video sermon 
from the pastor. Additionally, DVDs of the sermon and printed bulletins will be available in the 
church office. Links will be sent to the convener through email to where they can be found 
online. 
 
When you gather, review the service and see who will lead part of the Order of Worship – 
Opening Words, reading Prayers or Scripture, etc. Then simply use the materials for a 
meaningful worship experience. 
 

Steps in Review: 
1) Gather your group – Let the pastor know who is in your group OR Fill out the House 

Church Interest Form 
2) Develop a covenant for accountability – Send a copy to the pastor 
3) Worship together – worship materials will be both emailed, posted, and available in 

the church office. 
4) Communicate back to the pastor for continued connection 

 
 


